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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Period fo7 R^J^"-"*"" """^^ oommunlcamn appears o n the cover sheet with the Lnespondence address - 

- Failure to reply within the^or extendi PericXrerT^dB^b^Se^^^^^^^^^^ '^^'^"^ "ateof this communication. 

- Any reply received by the Office later than *ree twmftS"tte ^le onhl^^^, to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
earned patent temi adjustment See 37 CFR 1 704?,) ^ ^ °' even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 April 200:i . 
2a)n This actionis FINAL. 2b)IHI This action is non-final. 

4) S Ciaim(s) I^IS is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

QM CIaim{s) M5 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
Application Papers 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or If) 

a)D All b)n Some * cO None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

S.D Cof^es of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staoe 
. c ... « application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) ^ 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copieTnot received 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

I5^n ahTh f °^ '°^^'9" '^"9uage provisional application has been received. 

15) a Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

Notice of References Cited (PTO-892^ m 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson-s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 H ^!lTZ f 7"""^ ^'""^ " 

3) □ Infomiafon Disclosure S.atement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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Res tri c tion/Blec tion 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 
5 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1 and 15 are drawn to a purified polypeptide, classified in 
class 530, subclass 350. 

II. Claims 2-5 are drawn to a vector, classified in class 435, 
10 subclass 320.1. 

III. Claims 6-8 are drawn to a method of diagnosing a pathological 
condition, classified in class 435, subclass 7.1. 

IV Claim 9 is draw to a method of treating, preventing or delaying a 
pathological condition, classified in class 514, subclass 2+. 

V- Claims 10-12 are draw to a method for identifying a compound that 
binds the polypeptide, classified in class 435, subclass 7.8. 

VI. Claims 13-14 are draw to method for identifying a compound that 
modulates activity, classified in class 435, subclass 4+. 

20 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the 
following reasons: 

The products of Inventions I and II are separate and distinct from the 
methods of Inventions III-VI, however, are related as product and process of 
25 use. The inventions can be shown to be distinct if either or both of the 

following can be shown: (l) the process for using the product as claimed can 
be practiced with another materially different product or (2) the product as 
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claimed can be used in a materially different process of using the product 
(MPEP 806.05(h) . in the instant case the vectors and protein can be used in a 
materially different process such as hybridization and bioassays. 

The products of Inventions I and II are separate and distinct because 
the products have different structures, modes of operation and function. 

The methods of Inventions III-vi are patentably distinct because the 
because the methods have different steps and end products. 

several of the inventions above are independent and distinct, each from 
the other. They have acquired a separate status in the art as a separate 
subject for inventive effect and require independent searches. The search for 
each of the above inventions is not co-extensive particularly with regard to 
the literature search. A reference which would anticipate the invention of 
one group would not necessarily anticipate or make obvious any of the other 
groups. Moreover, as to the question of burden of search, classification of 
subject matter is merely one indication of the burdensome nature of the search 
involved . 



3. A telephone call was made to Mr. Ivor Elrifi on April 24, 2003 to 
20 request an oral election to the above requirement, but did not result in an 



election being made. 
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Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non- 
elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an 
inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of 
inventorship must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 CFR 1.17 (I). 
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^ in^iry co„c,„i„, this =o™un>c«lo„ ,„uer co.™„lcatio.. tro. 
..^.^.e, ai,e«e. „„p, „,,3, ^^^^^^^ ^^^^ 

9:00 A.M. to 6:30 P.M. (EST) . 

If .t«.^ts t, reach the Exa™i„„ hy telephone are unaucceesf ul , th, 
.xa„i„er.s supervisor Christopher S.P. „„ .e reached at „„3,3„s-„33 

in^lries o, a general nature relating to this ,ppn„,i„„ 
directed to the Croup Receptionist whose telephone „«er is „03)3„a-0i,. 

Papers related to this application ™, he submitted hy facsimile 
transmission, .he o„icial .a. phone „u^er ,or Technolo^ Center l.oo is 
.-3, 30.-««. p,ease a„i, the .aminer. na.e on a cover sheet attached to 
.our co^nication should you choose to ,a. your response. The fa.i„, of such 
papers „ust conior. with the notice published in the official ca.ette, lo. 00 
(November 15, 1989) . 
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Hope A. Robinson, M 
Patent Examiner 



4 



